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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE SEARCH FOR A NEW VICE PRESIDENT 
REF: (A) JAKARTA 2123, (B) JAKARTA 1447 

1 . DEFENSE DEPARTMENT ASSISTANT FOR INTELLIGENCE MAJOR 
GENERAL MURDANI TOLD AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR ON FEBRUARY 23 
THAT ODDS ARE NOW AGAINST VICE PRESIDENT HAMENGKUBUWONO'S 
RUNNING FOR REELECTION. IF SULTAN DOES NOT RUN, IT WILL BE 
ENTIRELY BECAUSE OF HIS EYE PROBLEM, MURDANI CLAIMED. 

2. MURDANI SAID CURRENT MEETING OF ARMY COMMANDERS (ENDING 
TODAY) MIGHT DISCUSS POSSIBLE SUCCESSOR. IF THEY DID NOT COME UP 
WITH A SUITABLE CANDIDATE, AS MURDANI EXPECTED TO BE THE CASE, 
FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER AND CURRENT SPEAKER OF PARLIAMENT 
ADAM MALIK HAD GOOD CHANCE OF GETTING JOB, MURDANI VOLUNTEERED. 

3. COMMENT: THIS IS MOST RELIABLE REPORT WE HAVE HAD TO 
DATE THAT THE SEARCH FOR A NEW VICE PRESIDENT HAS BEGUN. 

ANOTHER INDICATION IS MALIK'S ATYPICAL REFUSAL TO BRIEF 
PRESS ON RECENT MEETINGS WITH THE PRESIDENT. MALIK'S 
CANDIDACY WOULD TAKE SOME OF THE POLITICAL STING OUT OF 
THE SULTAN'S WITHDRAWAL SINCE HE IS AMONG THE FEW INDO- 
NESIAN CIVILIANS WITH INTERNATIONAL STATURE AND BROAD 
(IF DECLINING) POPULAR APPEAL. WE SUSPECT, HOWEVER, 
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THAT HIS INDPENDENT NATURE, HIS LINGERING AMBI- 
TIONS AND HIS UNPREDICTABLE PUBLIC GARRULITY CAUSES 
MANY MILITARY HEARTPAINS AND MAKES HIM A DECIDEDLY 
SECOND CHOICE TO THE SULTAN. SINCE MALIK WOULD BE UNAC- 
CEPTABLE TO THE MILITARY AS PRESIDENT, WE IMAGINE HIS 
SELECTION AS VICE PRESIDENT WOULD ENTAIL SPECIAL ARRANGE- 
MENTS FOR SUCCESSION SUCH AS DISCUSSED PARA 5 REF B. 
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